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Let me paraphrase Tolstoi's reply. " You say you don't,
and you believe you don't; in reality you do. Every word
you write tells me so. It is not what u man says, or thinks he
says, but what a man is, that speaks the truth; your whole
being tells me you believe in God."

We may here appropriately recall the words of Christ
Himself: " Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that cloeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven.)}

Not what we say with our lips, or even what we think we
believe, expresses our real belief. The otientation of our
entire hfe is the thing that tells the (ruth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth. Our life prays more sincerely
than our lips.

In a stimulating and suggestive chapter of his "' Creative
Society " Professor John M ('Murray puts the matter clearly,
bidding us look below the verbal definition of the term God,
and religion, and ask, "What arc the realities for which
these terms stand? **

Is not a real belief in God thai which lifts us out of our
self-centredness and frees us from our fears ? Is it not the
power to live as part of the whole of tilings ?

Many of us, unfortunately, whilst calling ourselves
religious and professing belief in God, lack any such real
belief in God, or hold it half-heartedly and partially. We
distrust the world and men, and prove our lack of confidence
in the supreme power behind all, by hedging ourselves
around in. isolation and building up our own security.
We are self-centred. We lack real enthusiastic confidence
in the possibilities of the world or man, or in the providence
which orders both. That is always the danger of profes-
sional religion.

And it is of such so-called believers in God that Jesus
avers that he will finally say, " I never knew you J>, Refusal
to act gave the lie to their profe.ssed belief,

The disinterested communist, on the other hand, has, I
would suggest, recaptured this power to live as part of the
whole of things. He believes in what he calls the laws of
Nature and the processes of history. He has faith in a
power which determines the destiny of mankind. He feels